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On Dec. 4, indirect talks between the Nicaraguan government and the contras in Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic, reportedly reached a stalemate when Managua rejected a cease-fire proposal
by mediator Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo on the grounds that it was incomplete. The Cardinal
proposed that a 36-hour cease-fire be observed on Dec. 7-8 when Nicaragua celebrates a major
Catholic holiday, as well as a Christmas truce from Dec. 22 to Jan. 6. During the cease-fire, both
parties would "jointly implement democratic measures." The Nicaraguan government would
be expected to grant a "general amnesty," lift the state of emergency and permit "all ideological
groups" to operate their own press outlets in Nicaragua. Head of the Nicaraguan government
delegation, Deputy Foreign Minister Victor Hugo Tinoco, said that in order for the proposal to be
acceptable it would also have to include the termination of all outside support to the contras. After
the negotiations, the Cardinal said President Daniel Ortega should open direct talks with the contras
because otherwise the process could "take a long time." Tinoco said direct talks were not possible,
proposing instead another round of indirect negotiations to be held in the Dominican Republic
beginning Dec. 17. The deputy minister said that one of the principal parties to the conflict the
United States was not present at the negotiations table. He described the talks in Santo Domingo
as a "first and good step." The Cardinal's proposal, said Tinoco, was not rejected as such by the
Nicaraguan government. He added, "We have made suggestions to improve this proposal." Before
returning to Managua, Tinoco stated that the Reagan administration is attempting to negotiate
"without showing its face...After 50,000 dead and billions of dollars invested by the administration, a
cease-fire is not going to be reached overnight." The deputy minister also stated that the Christmas
truce may be acceptable to the Nicaraguan government, but "without conditions." In his homily
during Sunday mass on Dec. 6, Cardinal Obando y Bravo urged both sides to make concessions, and
called for more negotiations. "For the love of this people, which deserves to be supported and not
abused, I ask for flexibility. There have to be more meetings." After a Dec. 5 meeting with visiting
Senators Christopher Dodd (D-CT), Daniel Evans (R-Wash.) and Nancy Kassebaum (R-Kan.),
President Ortega said there could be no truce: "If a cease-fire is being sought, the United States
should cease fire, because that is who is making war on Nicaragua. Our position is that there can be
no truce with the contras, with these mercenaries, these terrorists who are murdering our people.
We are going to continue hitting them hard during this whole month of December." In reference
to direct talks with the contras, Ortega said, "Logic says that if this is the kind of meeting that is
wanted, the United States should sit down with Nicaragua to discuss matters." In a statement issued
in Miami on Dec. 7, the Nicaraguan Resistance said that as a "show of good faith," contra forces in
Nicaragua would observe a case-fire from noon on Dec. 7 to midnight Dec. 8. (Basic data from AP,
12/04/87; New York Times, 12/05/87, 12/07/87; Washington Post, 12/08/87)
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